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WHERE AS, it is necessary to fully justice request
of the society by ensuring sustainability of basic re-
form process that regional courts has bagun,
supporting judicial services and related activities
with up-to-date technology as well as expanding

mechanisms of dispute resolution;

WHERE AS, working in coordination and
cooperation with other justice institutions, in way of
respecting law and principle, enables the justice
administration system to be more accessible,

efficient, effective and of high quality;

WHERE AS, it is necessary to create coherent legal
framework with fundamental and procedural laws
when newly procedures and procedural systems are

applied;
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WHERE  AS,

participation of various stakeholders and professionals

providing legal  framework  for
in the justice system, in compliance with principles of
judicial independence and impartiality, helps  for

betterment of the judicial system;

NOW, THEREFORE, the Amhara National Region
Council, in accordance with Article 49, Sub-article (3)
(1) of the Revised Amhara National Regional State
Constitution, hereby has proclaimed this proclamation.
PART ONE
GENERAL PROVISIONS

1. Short Title
This Proclamation may be cited as “The Amhara Region
Courts Consolidation Proclamation No. 297 2025.”

2. Definitions

Unless the context requires otherwise, in this

proclamation:

1/ “Council” means the Amhara National Region
Council.

2/ “Judge” means a natural person appointed by the
Council to carry out judicial functions at courts in the
Region at each level, and includes presidents and

vice presidents of courts found at each level.

3/ “Court” includes the Regional Supreme Court, High
Courts and Wereda Courts of the Region.

4/ “Main Council” means Judges Administrative
Council established at the Supreme Court level.
the Amhara National

5/ “Government” means

Regional Government.
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O/ “Judicial Body"” refers to Supreme, High and Wereda

conrts established at each level in the Region,

7/ “Justice Body™ includes Institutions of Justice, Police

and Correction found at each level in the Region

8/ “Joined up Forum® refers to joint platform of the
judicial and justice bodies led by the judicial body,
in which they, while maintaining their respective
institutional independence, jointly discuss, plan,
perform and evaluate their performance on common
issues of administration of justice and enhance
cfficiency and effectiveness of overall administration

of justice system.,

9/ “Electronic File” means judicial records including
pleadings and evidence, in an electronic form
submitted to a court via a computer, flash, CD,
website or other information and communication
technology medium in connection with judicial
services; scanned judicial records converted to
electronic format; court proceedings recorded in
audio, video, audio-visual form, and those which are
transcribed ones as well as those others which are
uploaded and considered as part of the court record
in the eyes of judges and other authorized court

personnel.

10/ “Digital Data” includes electronic court files or
other court documents and information stored in

electronic form.

11/ “Data Center” refers to a center where digital data
and software systems to be used for court service are

kept secured and confidential.
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} 12/ “Person™ means a natural or juridical person

13/ Any expression described in masculine gender in

this proclamation shall include the feminine
gender,

3. Scope of Application

This proclamation shall be applied, as appropriate, on

the regional courts, judges, litigants, lawyers, pleaders.

witnesses and other persons having relationships with

judicial functions as well as other persons who are

expressly or impliedly referred in this proclamation.

4. Objectives of the Proclamation

This Proclamation shall have the following objectives:

1) To enable the regional judicial system to function
free from any internal and external influence and

interference;

2) To ensure that the judicial service respects and
ensures human rights and freedoms, as well as the

rule of law;
3) To make judicial services accessible, efficient,
effective, transparent, and accountable.
PART TWO
COURTS AND JUDGES

5. Powers and Duties of the Supreme Court

Without prejudice to the powers and duties of the
Supreme Court provided in other laws, the Supreme
Court shall:

1/ Organize administrative structure of the courts; if it
deems necessary, make again and revise including
redeployment of human resource; details shall be
determined by a directive to be issued by the Supreme

Court;
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LV Work for the regional ¢ourte” judicial services to he

wppovted  with  modern information  and

|
i
I communication  technology,  jaaue  direetives

tegarding its implementation theréta,

4/ Design and improve the logo and other related
branding of the regional courts, alter when it deems

necessary;

5/ Work to ensure the security and confidentiality of its
digital data and software systems; stores them in a
data center;

6/ Issue a directive that govern storage, transfer,
alteration, and disposal of closed dead-files whether

in paper or electronic form;

7/ Sets up the Joined up Justice Forum for the judicial
and justice bodies, as well as establish an Office
which follows-up its implementation;

8/ Undertake activities of recognition of traditional
courts in the region get organized and strengthened as
well as enchancement of other dispute resolution

mechanisms;

9/ Initiate laws on matters related to the judicial system
or provision of judicial services; it may submit draft
laws to the Council, Judicial Administration Council,

or any other authorized body to approve the law;
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107 Fstablish management  system  of  knowledge

generated in and outside of courts relating to the
provision of judicial services, design and implemt
strategics  thereto;  organize  workshop  and
consultations on selected themes enabling to sharing

of knowledge and experiences;

11/ Hold an Annual Conference of Judges; details shall

be determined by a directive;

12/ Establish judicial and arbitration training center;
details shall be determined by a regulation to be

issued by the Region Council.

6. Immunity of Judges

17°A judge shall not be sued in any civil or criminal
action for any act or omission in relation to his judicial
functions.

2/ No judge shall be arrested or prosecuted without prior
permission of the Regional Judicial Administration
Council, except in the case of flagrante delicto for a
serious crime.

3/ President or Vice President of the Supreme Court shall
not be be arrested or prosecuted without prior
permission of the Region Council, except in the case
of flagrante delicto for a serious crime.

4/ The Head of Regional Justice Bureau may submit a

written request to the Regional Judicial Administration

Council for revocation of immunity of a judge if he has

sufficient evidence to prove the judge’s involvement in

the commission of a criminal act.
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& The Head of Regional ’f‘m.ln"‘ Hurean n\:;‘y ‘mhm;‘t i
written Request to the Speaker of the Couneil for
revoeation of immunity of Predident or Viee Pretident
of the Supreme Conrt if he hat sufficient evidence for
the commission of a criminal act; the Speaker, after
verifying and examining the matter and a4certaining
existence of sufficient evidence, may submit the
request to the Council for revoeation of the immunity

6/ Notwithstanding provisions of Sub-article (4) of this
Article, if Head of Justice Bureau submits request for
revocation of immunity providing sufficient evidence
for suspection initial as a judge commited serious
crime in connection with his judicial functions or
responsibilitics, the Regional Judicial Administration

Council shall immediately decide on the request.

7. Judges Right to be Heard on Request of
Revocation

1/ A judge against whom request for revocation of
immunity is made has the right to present a response,
cither in person or in writing, depending on the
circumstances of the case.

2/ Notwithstanding provisions of Sub-article (1) of this
Article, the failure of a judge to appear in person or to
submit a written response without sufficient reason

shall not be a bar to pass on a decision on the request.

3/ Notwithstanding provisions of Sub-articles (1) and (2)
of this Article, judge's right to submit his response
may be waived if the evidence presented against him
clearly and sufficiently demonstrates his involvement
in commission of the alleged crime and if it is
reasonably shown that waiting for his response would
be detrimental to the upcoming investigation and

evidence-gathering processes.
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& Digitalizing Judicial Serviors

17 When judicial services are digitalized, in lieu of
provisions in substantive and procedural lawsq
requiring filing of petitions and litigation on written
paper and those requiring physical appearance of
litigants and witnesses before court, courts shall
conduct judicial proceedings, mutatis mutandis, via
electronic file, website, video-conferencing or other

information and communication technology.

2/ Courts may send their summons, orders, rulings
judgments, decisions or any other related matters to
partics in dispute or other relevant bodies via
clectronic file, website or other reliable information

technology medium  of

and communication

communication and their respective addresses.

3/ Notwithstanding provisions of Sub-articles (1) and (2)
of this Article, nothing in this Article shall prevent the
Court from requiring physical appearance of
disputing parties, law enforcement bodies, witnesses
and other relevant parties before it or from ordering
presentation of pleadings and evidence in special
condition.

4/ The fact that judicial service is digitalized does not
give a judge the right or authority to undertake his
judicial functions outside of the regular workplace.

5/ Unless the Supreme Court decides otherwise, all
levels of courts shall promptly print on paper
digitally issued judgments, decisions, rulings and
orders and get each of them signed and stored in a

safe place.
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mformation and communication technology or 19
digitally maccesaible dhall not deprive one’s right to

obtam judicial qervices

2/ Without prejudice to the principle of open trial,
judicial service being provided via eléctronic filing,
website, video conference or any other information
and communication technology mechanism shall not

have the effect of depriving a party’s right of privacy

3/ Conditions under which media outlets, including
digital media, may report and broadcast lively or
with some delay of court proceedings in pursuance
of principle of open trial shall be determined by a
detailed law to be issued by the Supreme Court.

4/ Notwithstanding provisions of Sub-articles (2) and (3)
of this Article, a court may make closed trial in order
to protect privacy of litigants, their families, interests
of children, public morals, or peace and security of the

Regional State or the country.

5/ No electronic file submitted to a court shall be shared

to any other person except consent of parties in a case.

6/ Notwithstanding provisions of Sub-article (5) of this
Atrticle, persons authorized by courts for their work
and research purposes as well as evidence for other
crimes or to protect public and state interests shall not

be prohibited from using same.
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10. Organizing Joined up Fornm

1/ Courts shall work jointly with parallel justice bodies
to ensure effectiveness and efficiency of criminal
justice administration system and maintain better

justice service in the region.

2/ Without prejudice to provisions of Sub-article (1) of
this Article, the Joined up Forum shall work on shared
civil as well as administrative justice issues as found

necessary.

3/ Judicial and justice bodies shall have responsibility of
participating in shared forums, implementing agreed

matters and presenting current performance reports.

4/ The Joined up Forum works with other relevant
professional associations or stakeholders including
the Lawyer Association to enhance delivery of justice
and to address ethical and other operational issues that

could be identified from time to time.
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1. Fatablishing Jodicial Advisory Conneil

1/ The Supremne Conrt may eatabliah an F eternal Judicial
Advidory Commeil componed of e judgee, highty
cxperienced and qualified profesaionale from law and
other relevant fields of studies, univerdity and

rescarch institutions who are willing to derve for free

2/The Judicial  Advisory Council  supports  the
administration of the judicial system by providing
non-binding recommendations and undertaking such

other functions assigned to it by the Supreme Court.

3/ Every member of the Judicial Advisory Council is
expected to provide high-quality service in a manner

that does not compromise judicial independence.

4/ The Supreme Court shall issue a directive about
structure of the Judicial Advisory Council, selection
of members, procedure, code of conduct and other
related matters.

12. Court Fee for Judicial Services

1/Courts shall collect reasonable court fees from

concerned parties for judicial services they provide, in

a manner that respects the right to access to justice;
2/The amount, calculation and related matters of judicial

service fees shall be determined by a regulation to be

issued by the Council.

13/ Fundraising and Budget Administration

1/ The Supreme Court shall, without prejudice to judicial
independence and impartiality, seek aids in kind or
money from domestic and foreign sources, and utilize

the resources it may acquire.
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E/ LD AHPR 0N MR (B) DTy emnZ { 2/ The Supreme Court shall submit a report regarding
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Ji. LM AS omamd P PN 22AMNY 14. Power to Issue Regulation and Directive

ARG O LV APE azve AL ATIPA | e Council may issue regulations necessary for the
PRLATA LITY ALOM LTAN implementation of this Proclamation.

€/ MPAL KCL AT LVF APE WG LI 274 | 2/ The Supreme Court may issue directives necessary for
AL ATPA PILLATA avanl PPN A LM the implementation of this Proclamation and
CTAA: regulations.

1%, LRI PAAT@ AMTT WS 15. Inapplicable Laws and Practices
AWSCT

ALY APE CH0&T PRCTF P94 WPEY-T | No proclamations, regulations, directives or practices
LIF: aoavb DT KG Awé-CF 14299451 | shall, in so far as they are inconsistent with this

PAT@-g:: Proclamation, be applicable with respect to matters
provided for by this Proclamation.
IZ. APR /2¢- AL P7La-ANT 21 16. Effective Date of the Proclamation
LU APE MHhL M7 T9° hoMnd- 10, €9°¢ | This Proclamation shall enter into force since the date of
224 AL @A publication in the Zikre Hig Gazette of the Regional
State.
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